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March Meeting President’s QRM 


by Jason Legate, W6SN 
Friday, March 21—7:30 pm 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane 
Lafayette, CA 


[ was the best of times... it was the best 
of times. The club had an outstanding 
showing at the February meeting, mostly 
due to two technician classes wrapping up 
at the same time. We had 31 (THIRTY- 
ONE!) people take tests, with 100% 
passing rate. I must say that’s stupendous. 
In addition, we had loads of fun at the 
meeting, showing off our new service 
monitor, with thanks to Trevor Raty, 
KG6MDW, for supplying the expertise 
on it. We also had stations showing off 
EchoLink/IRLP (Thanks WA6JAU!), and 
some portable antennas (Thanks NO6W, K6GD and KE6ZIW!). 


Meeting Program 

Dean Straw, N6BV, will present an 
interesting discussion on Beginning 
Contesting. Dean has authored 
and co-authored several books on 
antennas and contesting. He has 
served as the Editor for several 
editions of the ARRL Antenna 
Book, as well as the ARRL 
Handbook. Ifyou have any 
interest at all in contesting, you 
don't want to miss this presentation! 


V.E. Testing After having a pleasant conversation with KI6BQO, I’ve decided to 
ise sae hee a oe make a slight change in how I start the meetings. I’ve decided that to 
ee help the newer hams get off the wagon of uncertainty, ’'m going to start 


showing up early at the meeting site. I welcome anyone else who can find 

some time to help fellow hams with their radios, or to find advice (I know 

Contents many of us have plenty of this to dispense) on what to buy, build, or break. 

President's ORM So, if you have any questions on how to program your radio, bring it down 

j ; (preferably with a manual), and we can try and help 
Meeting Minutes : : 

you get going on It. 


Tower for Sale ; 
I also want to remind everyone of a couple 


SdNio Sande Scinite things coming up. We’ve got Mr. Dean Straw, 


Board Meeting Minutes 
6 Meter FM net 


BR BB WN YN 


N6BV coming in to this month’s meeting. In 
addition, we have our annual auction this year 
on April 18th, at the usual spot. If you have 
any gear you would like to donate to the club or 
sell, please contact Dave Mulkearns, K6OH, or call 
the club’s phone number, at (925) 288-1730. Also 
remember that June 28th and 29th is Field Day! Look 


for more information on it in the coming couple of months! 


73 de W6SN 
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Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It 
is the policy of the editor to publish all material 
submitted by the membership provided such 
material is in good taste, relevant to amateur radio 
and of interest to MDARC members, and space 
is available. All material must be submitted to 
the editor by the last day of the month prior-to 
publication. Material is accepted on a first-in, 
first-out basis. Articles and other material may be 
submitted via Internet email to carrier@mdarc.org 
or delivered to the editor at the address listed in 
the club roster. Material will be accepted in plain 
ASCII or rich text format (RTF). Material may also 
be submitted as hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be 
reproduced for noncommercial use provided 
such use credits both the MDARC Carrier and the 
author of the article. Copyrighted material will 
not be accepted without accompanying written 
permission to republish. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are solely 
those of the editor or other contributors and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of either the 
Board of Directors or membership of MDARC. 


Club Officers 


President 
Jason Legate, W6SN 


Vice President 
David Mulkearns, KOH 


Secretary 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX 
paulr33@earthlink.net 


Treasurer 
Don Anthony, N6SIA 


Emergency Coordinator 
Bob Green, K6GD 
bobgreen@sbcglobal.net 


Directors 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 
wa6jau@sbcglobal.net 


Trevor Raty, KG6MDW 
Herbert Cole, KI6ATB 


Membership Chair 
Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership@mdarc.org 


Carrier Editor, PIO 
Jeremiah Blasi, K6BQ 
carrier@mdarc.org 


Webmaster 
Marvin Miller, WA6GBW 


W6CX Repeaters 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

224.780/- (077 PL) 

441.325/+ (100 PL) 

ATV: In 1289.25 Out 427.25, 1241.25 
APRS: 144.39 

TCP/IP: 145.71 
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MDARC Meeting Minutes 


February 15, 2008 


Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Lafayette, CA 


Pre Jason Legate, W6SN, 
called the meeting to order 

at 7:35 p.m. There were about 70 
members and guests present. 


The minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved as printed in 
the Carrier. 


Treasurer Don Anthony, N6SIA, 
reported that the treasury contained 
$43,308.87 in CDs and $18,425.70 
in checking. 

EC Bob Green, K6GD, reported 
that tomorrow there would be a 
RACES training session on digital 
communications, beginning at 0800 
at the Salvation Army, 3950 Clayton 
Rd., Concord. 


Public Service Chairman Pete 
Harris, KE6ZIW, announced some 
future events. Afterward, Jason 
and Past President Marty Heyman, 
W6MDH, presented Pete with the 
‘HAM of the YEAR’ award for his 


work in public service and Pacificon. 


Also, Marty had presented the 
Kilroy Key to Iain MacDonnell, 
K6IAM, for his work on the 
repeaters and help with technical 
problems. 


Chuck Graham, KI6DCD, 
presented awards to the previous 
class’ teachers. 


Tower For Sale 


100 foot collapsible antenna tower. 
Fully galvanized, commercially built, 
very heavy duty, and is in like-new 
condition. It is both hydralic and 
electric, with a hydraulic ram to lift 
it from horizontal to vertical, and a 
heavy duty electric winch that raises 
and lowers the boom sections. BEST 
OFFER! Delivery is possible. Please 
call Roy Silva at 707-448-9732 
(Vacaville). 


Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, reported 
for the Tech Committee that all 
repeaters were up and running 
ok. Some interference problems 
are being checked. PavePaws still 
requires the 440 repeater to be 
cranked down. 


Tom Deeble, KA6SIP, sent word 
that there were 212 paid members. 


Old Business: 


* Jason announced that next 
month’s meeting would be on the 
2nd Friday, March 14, because of 
a conflict with the church’s space 
needs. 


New Business: 


* Jason noted that there was a 
possibility of a General class in the 
future. Also, for western Contra 
Costa County, there will be a 


General class at the Adult School, 
from April to June. 


Jason adjourned the meeting at 
8:05 pm for observations and hands- 
on trials of various rigs and test 
equipment brought by members and 
groups to display and for new hams 
to try out their skills. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary 


March Carrier 


Public Service: 
The Thrill of Being Part of 
a Ham Radio Team Doing 
Safety and Emergency 


Communications 
by Pete Harris, KE6ZIW, MDARC Public Services 
Coordinator 


t’s that exciting time of year when 

many ham radio operators from 
the Mt Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
become involved in doing radio team 
communications for various Public 
Service events that occur nearby. The 
events include long distance bike rides, 
bike races, horse trail rides, running 
races, walkathons, a March for Babies, 
Alcatraz swims, a half marathon, a 
triathlon, and the Pleasant Hill 4th 
of July parade. The locations include 
beautiful scenic areas such as nearby 
Regional Parks and Wilderness Areas, 
Mt. Diablo State Park, municipal 
trails and parks, and the stunning 
San Francisco Waterfront and Bay. 
Some of the agencies and causes 
that we help are: Children’s Hospital 
of Oakland, the MS Society, the 
March of Dimes, the American Lung 
Association, and Save Mt. Diablo. 


Radio operators are assigned to 
check points, or to support (SAG) 
vehicles, or are on bikes, or sometimes 
in boats. Radio communications in 
some of these areas can be a challenge, 


but very gratifying and a whole lot of 
fun! When you participate, consider 
bringing a family member or friend to 
show them the excitement of the ham 
radio hobby. 


Participating in these events is a 
thrilling experience for many different 
reasons. [hese include: 


* The magic of radio transmissions, 


* The camaraderie of being part of a 
radio team that helps to ensure safety 
for hundreds, sometimes thousands, of 
event participants, 


* The chance to do something 
meaningful for a good cause, 


* The fun and satisfaction of using 
your radio equipment and opportunity 
to learn its various capabilities in real- 
life situations, and 


* The beautiful places and settings 
that you get to enjoy. 


For most events all you need is a 
hand-held 2 meter ham radio and an 
extra battery. A portable magnetic- 
mount antenna can come in handy. 
Some events allow off-road 4-wheel 
drive experiences. 


See the list of upcoming events at 
the end of this article. Give me a call 
or email to sign up (Pete Harris at 
925-228-4503, pharris125@comcast. 
net). You can also sign up for events 
at our regular MDARC monthly 


meetings. 


‘The events listed below are coming 
up this year and have slots available. 


March of Dimes March for 
Babies 

4/26/08, San Ramon Iron Horse Trail 
Radio Coordinator: Janice Fujii 


MS Walk 

5/3/08, Heather Farms Park, Walnut 
Creek 

Radio Coordinator: Eoin 
O'Donoghue 
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Concord Mt. Diablo Trail Ride 
5/3/08, Mt. Diablo, 4WD vehicles 
welcome 

Radio Coordinator: John Stuart 


Devil Mt. Run 
5/4/08, Danville 
Radio Coordinator: Ed Ritchie 


Escape From Alcatraz Swim 
and Triathlon 

6/8/08, San Francisco Waterfront & 
Bay 

Radio Coordinator: Barry Bettman 


25/50 Mile Diablo Trail 
Endurance Ride 

6/21/08, Mt. Diablo (starting at North 
Gate) 

Radio Coordinator: John Stuart 


Ath of July Parade 
7/4/08, Downtown Pleasant Hill 
Radio Coordinator: Pete Harris 


Alcatraz Challenge Swim 
8/23/08, San Francisco Waterfront & 
Bay 

Radio Coordinator: Barry Bettman 


Mt Diablo Challenge 
105/08, Mt. Diablo 
Radio Coordinator: John Stuart 


Mount Diablo Trail Adventure 
11/2/08, Castle Rock Park 
Radio Coordinator: John Stuart 
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MDARC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 


January 7, 2008 


Fuddruckers, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 


Po Jason Legate W6SN, 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p-m. 


Other Board Members 
present: Vice-President Dave 
Mulkearns, K6OH; Secretary Paul 
Dickey, N6JOX; Treasurer Don 
Anthony, N6SIA; and EC Bob 
Green, K6GD. Also present were 
Directors Herbert Cole, KIGATB; 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU; and Trevor 
Raty, KG6MDW; as well as Past 
President Marty Heyman, W6MDH. 
Also present was Iain MacDonnell, 


K6IAM. 


‘The minutes of the last meeting 
were approved as published. 


Treasurer Don Anthony reported 
$42,174.77 in CDs, and a $12,209.19 
checkbook balance (including the 
Pacificon check of $12,000). 


Committee Reports: 


* Tech Committee: Trevor Hall 
reported on the recent Saturday 
meeting and the repeater 
operating rules discussion. The 
group plans to establish a control 
operators’ website and user codes 
for the control ops. The Board 
discussed the Tech Committee 
website and access levels, and 
approved placing codes on the 
TC site. The Board also approved 
an activity timer on EchoLink. 
The purchase of a sound card was 
discussed, as well as ATV signal 
quality. 

Emergency Coordinator: Bob 
noted that RACES training 
would be held the third Saturday 
(February 16th), with a repeat of 
the packet exercise. 


Old Business: 


* The Board discussed public 
affairs and updating information 
for the handout describing the 


Club, and approved reprinting an 
updated version when revised. 


* The service monitor is due to be 
received February 5. 


New Business: 


* The Board discussed new 
handouts for placement at HRO, 
etc., and including coupons or 
some other incentive, as well as 
an application for membership. 
Also discussed was the idea of 
a certificate of completion for 
those passing the license tests, 
perhaps a MDARC stamp on 
the temporary license. Again, 
the idea of discounted new 
membership for those passing 
their test was discussed. 


The Board discussed membership 
via the website, moving to 
MDARC, different web groups, 
changing servers, etc. This item 
was to be decided in the future. 


‘The Board considered use of 
e-mails regarding repeater use. 


Jason adjourned the meeting at 8:11 


p-m. 


Respectuflly submitted, 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary 


March Carrier 


6 Meter FM 


ust off those 6 meter rigs! 

The K6LRG group, run by 
Livermore Amateyr Radio Klub 
(LARK) Members Jon Schwartz, 
K6EWN (Trustee); along with Chris 
Tate, K6CMD; and Adam Bertsch, 
KR6BD, is hosting a regular Tuesday 
night net on the K6LRG/R repeater 
located on Patterson Pass in eastern 
Alameda County. 

‘The purpose of the Net is to 
promote the use of 6 meter FM. We 
have had a good showing during the 
last couple months, and would love to 
have others check in. 


‘The Net starts promptly at 7:30 pm 
PST. 

The K6LRG repeater information is 
as follows: 

Output: 52.9 MHz 

Offset: - 500kHz (52.4 MHz) 

PL tone: 114.8 

Any licensed Hams wishing 
to participate are welcome and 
encouraged. 

For more information about 
Livermore Amateur Radio Group 
Endeavors (LARGE) go to our website 
at http://www.largeradio.org. 

Thanks and hope to hear you on 
frequency! 


73 de K6CMD 


NEW DUAL BAND 2M/440 
2 M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi) 


* 440 gain 7 dBd (9.0 dBi) 
* 20+ dB front to back ratio 
* 24 inch boom length 

* Super fast assembly, no instructions 


needed, screw color coded elements onto 


color coded boom 


2 bands-one connector, great for satellite 
contacts, no duplexer needed, no duplexer cost 


$98.95 


Call or fax (925) 933-3242 Now available at all HRO stores 


March Carrier 


ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 
1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506 
(818) 842-1786 
(800) 854-6046 
Eric, KA6IHT, Mgr. 
Magnolia between 
S. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 

1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 

510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Howard, W6HOC, Mgr. 

So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
(Near Philadelphia) 

1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

Rick, K3TL, Mgr. 

RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
newcastle@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
97223 

(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
Leon, W7AD, Mgr. 
Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231 
303) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 


John, N5EHP, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
602) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

1 mi. east of I-17 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 
(770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mgr. 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 
atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
(Near Washington D.C.) 


14803 Build America Dr. 22191 


(703) 643-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Steve, W4SHG, Mgr. 

Exit 161, 1-95, So. to US 1 
woodbridge@hamradio.com 


SALEM, NH 

(Near Boston) 

224 N. Broadway, 03079 
(603) 898-3750 

(800) 444-0047 
Chuck, N1UC, Mgr. 
sales@hamradio.com 
Exit 1, 1-93; 

28 mi. No. of Boston 
salem@hamradio.com 
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12 STORE BUYING POWER 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


SUNNYVALE, CA OAKLAND, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 2210 Livingston St., 94606 
SPE s- (408) 736-9496 (510) 534-5757 
se in OO (800) 854-6046 (800) 854-6046 
; tells Howard, W6HOC, Mgr. Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 
So. from Hwy. 101 1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com oakland@hamradio.com 


TS-2000 sewHr/uHF Tove 


*100W HF 6M, 2M *50W 70CM 

* 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UT-20 module 

¢ IF Stage DSP Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
Backlit Front Key Panel 


Low Intro Price! 


TH-D7A(G) 21/440 


* 2M/440 Dual Band 

+ Built-in 1200/9600 Baud TNC 
« APRS Compatible 

DX Packet Cluster Monitor 

* 200 Mems., CTCSS 

¢ VC-H1 Messaging Control 


Low Pricing! IC-706MKUNG seve transceiver 


DJ-196T eur 


* 5 Watt out 

* 40 memories 

¢ Alphanumeric display 
* CTCSS + DCS built in 
°“S” meter 

* Auto Dialer 


Low Pricing! 


* All mode HF/6M/2M/70CM 

* 100W HF/6M, 50W/2M, 20W/440 MHz 

« AF-DSP « Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering 
 Easy-to-Navigate menues 


Low Pricing! 


IC-756 PRO UIE Ai mode Transceiver ; oa 


= A 
TM-D700A_ 20440 dualband ° a x Ba ale ne performance 
. . i i * 32 bi ° ynchronous tuning z . 
7 Sau ee Tene * Enhanced 5 inch color TFT w/spectrum scope DR-135TP_ 2m mobile 
* Remote Head Inst. only (kit included) * Selectable IF filter shapes for SSB & CW 50 Watt out * Alpha numeric display 
* 200 Memories * Built In 1200/9600 baud TNC + Multiple DSF controlled AGC loaps * 100 mems » Built-in TNC 1200 & 9600 Baud 
* Advanced APRS Features + Advanced CW functions _ + Front Panel GPS in * Rear DB-9 port 
* Dx Packet Cluster + 101 alphanumeric memories * CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in 
* Tone Scan  GPS/VC-H1/PC Ports The Ultimate Radio! Low Pricing! 


COAST TO COAST 
FREE SHIPPING 
UPS - Most Items Over $100 
VX-7R 
50/2M/220/440 HT 


* Wideband RX 
* 900 Memories 


FT-2000 f+ 6mtevr 


© SW TX (300mw 220Mhz) fo 
* Li-lon Battery Ultra compact HF, VHF, UHF © 100 W w/ auto tuner 
* Fully Submersible to 3 ft. 40 HF/6M, 50w 2M, 20w UHF * built-in Power supply 
ee mr = Built-in CTCSS/DCS * DSP included © 32 color display * DSP filters / Voice memory recorder 
Rapid Deliveries From * Internet WIRES compatible 999 mems » Detachable front panel +3 Band Parametric Mic EQ 
The Store Nearest To You! Great Price! (¥SK-857 required) lEroating filters 


Call for Low Price! Call Now For Low Pricing! 


W6CX Nets Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 


147.06 & 441.325 MHz (100 PL) Thursday, 7:00 pm 
Central County 145.680 Simplex 
Thursday 7:30 pm Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
MDARC Club Net East County 146.535 Simplex 
Drew Hanson, KD6GLY 
Thursday 8:00 pm South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 
ener AL MINCE Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 


West County 145.110/- 
Steve Adams, KF6WNH 


March Events 


March 14 7:30 pm MDARC Monthly Meeting 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Lafayette 
March 27 March Carrier Deadline 
April 7 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 


Fuddrucker’s, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 


Nowe The Carrier 
MOUNT A RIABLO Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
iH. MDARC.ORG www.imdarc.org 


Next Meeting—March 14—Dean Straw, N6BV 


